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liberate from the immediacy of the occasion in which ex-
perience occurs. The casual and the accidental are squeezed
out. The causal and the rigid are liquefied and loosened.
Freedom is therefore the condition precedent for all creative
imagination.

POWER WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY
BY DR. C. NARAYANA MENON
An unhealthy tendency has been developing of late in
popular European literature. A study of the articles that
appeared between 1908 and 1914 in the newspapers of England,
France and Germany reveals a progressive tendency to foment
hatred between classes, races and nations. Why did editors
use the resources of rhetoric to rouse the passions of the
mob ? Was it merely to push the sales of their papers, or
was there the secret hand of the politician ? Whatever it was,
press-propaganda paved the way for the war, which in turn
intensified the propaganda. Post-war idealism among writers
checked the evil for a time; but the men at the helm.of
affairs were untouched by idealism and their realistic policies
led to the slump which enveloped the world. Economic
distress revived the literature of mutual suspicion and hatred
with redoubled fury, and the global war followed. Many
writers joined the chorus of the hymn of hate; and, though
the war is now over, the hatred continues to spread. During
my recent tour of India I was pained to find the country
being flooded with the literature of mutual intolerance and
hatred. Writers constitute the salt of the earth; and it ap-
pears as if the salt is losing its savour.
We must realise the dignity of the pen. The pen is not
merely an instrument to enlist more swords: it has its own
method of bringing about justice without the help of the
sword* That is why it is mightier than the sword.
Politicians who enlist the pen for war purposes must
realise that they are guilty of an offence which brings its own
punishment. During the great war of 1914-1919 the British
and French Governmentsencouraged the publication of stories
vi German atrocities/ Feelings wer$ worked up to such a